Stick Creek Kids
Wood River, Nebraska’s Early Child Development Center

WHO

How many
caregivers will
there be?

Wood River Vision 20/20 — Six member board to serve two-year terms: Tyler
Doane (President), Elizabeth Troyer-Miller (Secretary), Brian Hayes
(Treasurer), Mayor Greg Cramer, Sara Arnett, and Curtis Rorich. This entity will
own and operate the center as a non-profit and has IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit
status.

Age Group

The center will recruit a board that oversees the detailed operations of the
center. The board will hire a professional director; the director will hire staff,
who are either already DHHS certified or able to be certified.
Children ages 6 weeks to 12 years will be eligible to attend the center.

WHY

Discussions are underway to construct it near the new aquatic center but no
plans are yet permanent. This location will be just a few blocks from the Wood
River Fire Station and across the road from Wood River Middle-High School.
This location will have easy access from inside the City of Wood River, as well as
to Highway 11 and Highway 30.
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Tiny Tots (18mo-3y)
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Interaction

center will be able
to send daily
notes to parents
and caregivers will
be available to
confer

Nutrition
offer two nutritional
meals plus snacks
via the USDA food
program

Benefits of a
Child Care
Center
Reliability

a center will always
be open other than
a few major holidays
each year

Toddler (3y)
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Preschooler
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School Age
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The staff will grow as enrollment
increases, creating jobs.
The center will be licensed to
serve 80 children at capacity
*per State of Nebraska minimum requirements

How will the building be
paid for?

Education

provide for early
childhood education
in a loving, nurturing
and stimulating
environment

children*

Infant (6w-18mo)

A survey conducted in early 2018 indicated that 52 households currently use
childcare and 21 of these utilize childcare outside of the Wood River Community.
65 respondents said they would use childcare in Wood River if it were available.

WHERE

Ratio
of caregivers to

Hours

open 6am to 6pm to
alleviate stress on
families; parents will
clock children in/out
using the latest
technology

Expertise
at least one degree
or certifed teacher
will be in each
classroom assisted
by other staff

Federal and state grants
Private foundations
Fundraising

If needed, the
USDA Rural
Development
program offers
long-term fixed
rate loans for
community facilities

Why is early childhood
education important?
Efforts to improve early child development
are an investment, not a cost. Available
cost-beneﬁt ratios of early intervention
indicate that for every dollar spent on
improving early child development, returns
can be on average 4 to 5 times the amount
invested, and in some cases, much higher.

How will the center affect the preschool?
Wood River Rural Schools already operates an excellent 4-year-old
preschool program which is state funded. The capacity is limited to 40
kids a year due to space limitations, so the school’s program can’t be
expanded within the same location.
In the January 2018 survey, 39 respondents indicated they believed the
optimal age to begin preschool is 3 years old.
A 3-year-old preschool would not compete with the school district’s
preschool. The 3YO program would be fee-based, but no one knows
exactly what a solution would look like at this point. We also aim to find a
solution for the 5 year olds who need another year of preperation before
entering kindergarten.
This program could also be beneﬁcial to special education students or
English Language Learners.

How will the center
benefit school-age kids?
The center will aim to be able to accomodate
holidays, teacher in-service days, summer
break, etc. with temporary additional
stafﬁng.
One of the goals is to offer transportation to
special summer enrichment activities suchs as
STEM camp, swimming lessons, of sports
camps if parents chose to enroll the students.
We also hope to bring in outside extension
educators to expose kids to 4-H curriculum
including robotics, geocaching, photogrpahy,
basic cooking and sewing skills, gardening,
public speaking, etc.

What’s the next step?
1. Finalize the business plan for the center.
Every business needs a good plan that has been carefully thought throught to ensure the business is
successful.
2. Put the finishing touches on our Financial Projections.
Thank you Steve Arnett of Heritage Bank for helping build the preliminary projections, and to Chris
Stewart of Bangs & Stewart CPAs for coming through them with a detailed eye. We all want to base our
plans on conservative projections and ensure that the center is set up to be financially self-sufficient
over time.
3. Submit Community Development Block Grant Application in July.
Through the State of Nebraska Department of Economic Development, this will be our first big step
forward on fundraising. We’re working very closely with South Central Economic Development District
to put our application together, and SCEDD would administer the grant on the city’s behalf. DED has
indicated that those grants will probably be awarded in September 2018 (or if needed, the second
round of applicants will be notified at that time.

When will
fundrasing begin?

You should expect to see
announcements about a variety
of fundrasing projects yet in
2018. We invite you to begin
considering making a gift
toward this wonderful project.
No matter the size of the
donation, it will be greatly
appreciated. To discuss
making a gift, please contact
Sara Arnett at 308-380-7030
(cell) or 308-583-2262
(Heritage Bank).

Where will the
center get
operating money?
Families who use the center
will pay for the services, just
like they pay any other
provider. The center’s rates
will be in line with the rates
charged by other child
development centers. We will
accept state pay for up to 10%
of the center’s enrollment
capacity. The center will
welcome children of all
incomes and backgrounds.

How can I help?

Thank you for sharing in this vision
and offering to lend a hand!
Teamwork and positive attitudes will
make this project a success.

Chelsie Doane
308-380-2552

Elizabeth Troyer-Miller
574-304-6548

Myriah Leisher
303-669-0147

Sara Arnett
308-380-7030

Katie Gartner
308-258-2613

